
 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deep Creek families, 

In order to assist with your student as they embark on the 2020-2021 

school year, we are pleased to offer this guide that may allow you to 

navigate through key components of your child’s academic experience.  

In this document you will find the following: 

• Understanding the weekly schedule 

• Who do I call for support? 

• Remote Learning Expectations 

• Setting up for Success 

• Mindfulness for an emotional well being 

• Home Internet Access on a BCPS device 

• Troubleshooting microphone/sound issues on your device 

 

 



Weekly Bell Schedule 2020-2021 
 

 

Live session (Green shaded areas): Students log into live class sessions with their classroom teacher via 

Google meets. Teachers will deliver 50 minutes of live instruction twice a week for each class simply look 

at your child schedule in Schoology to see where he or she has each of their classes joining information 

for mates will be posted on Schoology  

Independent work time: Students should complete any assigned work independently during this time 

period teachers will provide support during office hours and small group time.  

Office hours: Students can “drop in” to office hours or schedule a time with the teacher to get 

assistance with their work. 

Wednesday:  This day is used for independent learning or small group instruction that is scheduled 

implemented by the teacher.  Students must log on to Schoology at least once between the hours of 

8am-3pm in order to be marked present for the day.   

Asynchronous learning:  Time when students should be completing work independently using the 

resources found on their classroom teacher pages. 

 

 



Who do I call when I need help? 

We at Deep Creek Middle understand that remote learning can cause significant stress, 

anxiety, and frustration for our families. Here is a list of contact information for the 

various issues that may arise. You may always use our school phone number, (443) 809-0112 and leave a 

message. This line is being monitored, and if you leave a message, someone will return your call. Please 

be certain to leave the best contact number to reach you, your name, and your child’s name in the 

message so we can best support you as quickly as possible.  

For direct support for your child in each individual class, it is always best to reach out directly to the 

teacher before contacting anyone else. You may use Schoology to reach out to any teacher. For more 

broad grade level concerns, such as performance across all of his or her classes, you should seek support 

from our grade level support teams.  

Principal – Thomas Baker (tbaker@bcps.org) 

6th grade  

Assistant Principal – Alain Chalmin (achalmin@bcps.org) 

School Counselor – Kenneth Hopson (khopson@bcps.org) 

Grade Level Coordinator – Jason Handlir (jhandlir@bcps.org) 

7th grade 

Assistant Principal – Meredeth Rolka (mrolka@bcps.org) 

School Counselor – Amy Selby (aselby@bcps.org) 

Grade Level Coordinator – Susan Svec (ssvec@bcps.org) 

8th grade 

Assistant Principal – Kia Isaacs (achalmin@bcps.org) 

School Counselor – Arnold Dukes (adukes@bcps.org) 

Grade Level Coordinator – Christine Krivda (jhandlir@bcps.org) 

Special Education Support 

Our Special Education team is ready to respond to any concerns or issues regarding services on a 

students’ Individualized Education Plan. Please first reach out to your child’s Case Manager, who should 

be in touch prior to the beginning of the instructional year.  For any general concerns, please contact 

Gloria Vaughn Lashley (gvaughanlashley@bcps.org) or Rebecca Fields (rfields@bcps.org) for support.  
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Deep Creek Middle School Campus Expectations  

While we are not physically in the school building, all Baltimore County 

Public Schools Student Handbook rules still apply to student behavior 

and decorum in an online environment. Deep Creek Middle has the 

expectation that students will conduct themselves appropriately at all 

times using our PBIS PRIDE Expectations.  

 

We Show PRIDE Every Day and at all Times 

P Be on time for class sessions with all materials ready to 
learn    

R Use appropriate language   
Keep cell phones on silent and away during class 
sessions   

I  Stay true to yourself and do the right thing in all 
circumstances.   

D Participate in class and ask questions for clarification 

Communicate with your teacher if you need help   

E Complete and submit your work in on time   
Do your personal best 

 

Attendance will be taken daily and in each class period. Please ensure 

you are logging into all your Google Meet class sessions with your 

teachers following your regular schedule. Click on this link  PRIDE 

Expectations for Students (virtual).docx  to read and understand the expectations in 

all virtual learning environments.  

 

  

https://bcpscloud-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/kisaacs_bcps_org/EcKxkXLSwG1ApX9T2taNNnIBO9W8IlmHYaFPHZ8YF1Ny1w?e=cyfaDa
https://bcpscloud-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/kisaacs_bcps_org/EcKxkXLSwG1ApX9T2taNNnIBO9W8IlmHYaFPHZ8YF1Ny1w?e=cyfaDa


Setting up for Success  

Here are a few remote learning best practices that you and your child might find helpful: 

A DESIGNATED SPACE FOR REMOTE LEARNING 

Try to find a space in your home that your child can use for remote learning. This can be a small 

table desk, dining room table, etc. that is in an area that is likely to be free of distractions and is 

near an electrical outlet (for their charging device). 

SCHOOL MEETINGS/ACTIVITIES 

Try to attend virtual school meetings. We will offer virtual parent workshops such as How to 

Navigate Schoology, school and community resources and other academic support workshops 

throughout the year. Also, identify opportunities for your child to connect with peers and be 

social either virtually or in person, while maintaining physical distance. Extracurricular 

opportunities will be offered to the students. Find one or two that interests them. 

ROUTINES AND CONSISTENCY 

Keep a consistent schedule and routine to support your child in becoming independent during 

remote learning. Here are some ideas to try out: stick with a regular wake up time and bedtime. 

Follow a daily morning routine. Timers can help keep students on track and focused. It can also 

be used to motivate them during independent work time and help with routines and structure. 

Timers can be used a variety of ways and can be found free online or on our cell phones. 

Weekly check-ins - choose one day of the week when your child will be expected to sit down 

with you and show you their grades and assignments in Schoology.  

POSITIVE REINFORCEMENT AND POSTIIVE ATTITUDE 

Remote learning comes with its own challenges and stressors for educators, students, and their 

families. Keep in mind that your child will most likely mirror the actions and feelings that they 

see and hear at home. If you appear excited about creating a learning space, picking out school 

supplies, and creating new routines, they will be excited too! Another way to encourage a 

positive attitude is by giving your child lots of praise when you see them during doing 

something well (getting up on time, working hard, following directions, staying focused, sticking 

with routines).  

Do you want to learn more tips for a successful remote learning experience?  

Provided by Baltimore County Public Schools. Topics include: Digital Life; Online Security; Safe 

Online Talk; and much more! https://www.bcps.org/growing_up_digital/  

 

https://www.bcps.org/growing_up_digital/


Mindfulness for an Emotional Well Being  

The Middle School years can be a difficult period of time for adolescents. So much 

change (new school, friends, teachers, hormones and other physical changes) 

occurs in such a short period of time! In addition to the anticipated stressors that 

are normally associated with the Middle School years, students are also coping 

with trying to understand and navigate the news, discussions, and social media 

postings about the global pandemic and social justice issues. How can you help 

your child as they try to navigate these unprecedented times? You may want to 

consider encouraging the use of mindfulness practices. Outcomes from research 

studies show that the regular use of mindfulness practices can lead to an 

increased sense of calmness and well-being. You can also provide support by 

modeling self-care, talking to your child about self-care activities (proper hand-

washing techniques, getting enough sleep, exercising, talking with friends or a 

trusted adult, etc.), and sticking with routines like a regular bedtime.  

For more information about the concept of mindfulness and additional activities, 

you can visit this website link from Psychology Today. 

https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/basics/mindfulness  

Mindfulness/Meditation Apps https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/assistive-

technology/finding-an-assistivetechnology/8-meditation-apps-for-kids  

5 Minute Guided Meditation (on YouTube) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Xdwr4cRTVA  

Grounding Skills Game Source: www.ibiblio.org/rcip//copingskills.html  
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Deep Creek Middle Remote Campus Technology Help  

During our remote campus sessions students will have to rely heavily on their 

device and two other important tools: Schoology and Google Meet.  Below we 

have included several resources and other helpful technology information. 

Tech Support 

During our period of remote learning, here are some important places to go for technology 

assistance: 

The BCPS Technology Help Desk: 443-809-4672 

Our DCMS Technology Liaisons: Mr. Wurm (rwurm@bcps.org) and Ms. Hill (chill@bcps.org) 

Technology Troubleshooting 

Home Internet Access on a BCPS device 
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Chromebook Wi-Fi connection issues? 

 



 

 

  



Enabling sound for Google Meets 

 

 

Windows 10 Microphone 

 

  



 

 



 

 


